The Doubts We Have #7 - Why isn't God Answering My Prayers?

Icebreaker Question
Describe a time when you seriously doubted God because you earnestly prayed for something or
someone, but it wasn’t answered (at least in the way you had hoped).

Sermon Discussion
How did you answer the poll question: When faced with unanswered prayer, which of these feelings
resonates most with you?

Doubt or questioning faith Frustration or anger

Perseverance and hope Peace, trusting God'’s timing

Was there one of the 15 points about why prayer may go unanswered that stood out to you?

1. Some prayers are plain stupid 2. Contradict other prayers

3. Detrimental to world or others 4. Life is tough

5. Our understanding of God is wrong 6. God doesn't force (free will)

7. They work gradually 8. God has something better for us

9. They are selfishly motivated 10. God Himself is the greater answer
11. Spiritual forces of evil 12. Lack of faith

13. Haven'’t been answered YET 14. Disobedience in our lives

15. Our disregard for others.

Can you recall the reasons Josh gave for why we should pray for even small things in our lives? (God
may surprise us, can open our eyes to God’s blessings, conversation is part of good, loving
relationship)

How quick are you to realize that ‘life is tough’? What life experiences have helped you gain
perspective? Or how can you develop a better one?

When have you sensed that you were supposed to be an answer to prayer? That is, can you recall a
time when you knew that you were called to act to help in a situation?

Discuss Pastor Josh’s statement that: “the reality is that very few of us ask for grace to face bad
things in our lives with Jesus-like character. What we need is a theology of suffering that understands
that suffering is never God’s will, but it is a reality on this side of Jesus’ return.”

Do you have a story about a time when, in retrospect, you're glad that God didn’t answer one of your
prayers?

What do you think about the idea of asking for something in prayer ‘over and over’? Is Josh’s
comparison to a child and a father helpful here? (le. God wants a relationship)

How comfortable are you with the idea of prayers being influenced by “the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realm.”? How much do you think about Satan and his power in this world?

How do you understand the role of faith in prayer? (from point #12 - Some prayers aren’t answered
because we just don’t believe that they will be)

Are you or someone you know living in the pain of unanswered prayer; living in the reality of
heartache, disappointment, insecurity and doubt? Can the psalms of lament (like Ps. 13) be helpful?

Do the points raised in this message make you think differently about prayer? Will it possibly lead to
changes in the way you pray?



